In view of the fact that the outline tracings of the shape of the thorax as made by the cyrtometer are apt to be inaccurate, it occurred to the author that some better manner of making such outlines ought to be at the command of the clinician, and, as the result of some consideration, the following method was devised.
It Fig. 2 . The sickleshaped portion, constructed of brass, passes from B to C, and is pivoted at B in such a manner that it can be rotated round that centre through an angle of i8o?, while the point C continues to lie in the prolongation of the axis of A B. The point F is fixed, and D bears a pencil which records the motions of the instrument on a sheet of paper placed beneath.
Hence, if the point C is made to move round the thorax, the pencil at D will trace the chest form.
This instrument the author has named the Perigraph, or round writer.
A glance at Fig. 3 will make clear the motion of the perigraph in its various phases as it passes round the wall of the chest.
Beginning in the position marked (1), the point is made to sweep over the skin through the position (2), until it reaches, at (3), the point diagonally opposite that at which it commenced.
The sickle is then rotated through 180? to assume the position indicated by the dotted lines, and the point is moved onwards, through (4), until it completes the circumference of the thorax and arrives at the point from which it started.
A reduced diagram of the shape of the thorax in a muscular subject, obtained in this way, is shown in Fig. 4 .
The instrumental errors of the perigraph, when the instrument has been carefully constructed, are very small, and may be neglected, seeing that those arising from irregularity in the yielding of the skin and soft parts, and from the movements of the patient are much more apparent.
By varying the relative lengths of the sides of the parallelogram A B D E (in Fig. 2 
